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June 24, 2020 
 
 
 
TO: Warren Poplin, Bureau Chief 
 Florida Park Service 
 
THROUGH: Melissa Shoemaker, PPDS 
 Florida Park Service 
 
FROM: Wesley Myers, Park Manager  
 Camp Helen & Eden Gardens State Park 
 
SUBJECT: Annual Financial Report for  
 Friends of Eden Gardens State Park, Inc. 
 
As required by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Citizen Support Organization (CSO) 
Manual, Annual Financial Statement guidelines and the CSO Agreement, please accept this memo as the 
Park Manager’s Cover Letter for the Friends of Eden Gardens State Park, Inc. Citizen Support 
Organization activities during January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019.  
 
The past year was very successful. The Friends of Eden Gardens State Park have accomplished and 
assisted with many projects and events in the park. I have listed below are a few of their 
accomplishments:  
 
 • Hosted Christmas Candlelight Tour, over 900 visitors attended 

 • Hosted vintage film series which was attended by over 200 visitors   
   • Hosted Camellia Flower Festival, over 1300 visitors attended 

• Provided funding for brochures, landscaping equipment and cart repairs 
• Provided funding for entrance gate repairs and yearly landscape dumpster service 
• Purchased fertilizer, seed for grounds, pine straw for bedded areas 
 

It is a pleasure to provide you with this partial year in review letter and share the wonderful 
accomplishments achieved by the Friends of Eden Gardens State Park, Inc. I feel very privileged to work 
with such a wonderful Citizen Support Organization. I look forward to our continued partnership and 
upcoming successes.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 850-233-5058.  
 
 
Wesley Myers 
Park Manager 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Melissa Shoemaker, Park Programs Development Specialist- District 1  
            File-CSO Annual Financial Statement  



Summary of Accomplishments Friends of Eden Gardens State Park 2019 
 
Total number members of Friends of Eden 160 – and our percent of growth is 
about even.  All events went really well – total cooperation with Park personnel. 
CSO board members had total volunteer hours of 420 hours. 
 

 Provided Internet connection in Wesley House/Security System 
 Provided Landscape dumpster for the Park 
 Purchased Hedge Trimmer 
 Purchased Park Brochures 
 Seeded and fertilized the park, pine straw mulch application to bed areas 
 Hosted our two (2) annual member’s meetings 
 Hosted Christmas Candlelight Tour 
 Hosted Vintage Film Series showing films in the park for the community 
 Hosted Camellia Festival which provides an educational program for 

members and the public. 
 
We look forward to working together on these projects with the mutual goal 
in mind of preserving the park for the future enjoyment of all area residents 
and visitors of our community.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marianne Burbach 
President 
The Friends of Eden Gardens State Park 
181 Eden Garden Road 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459 



 

 

 Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

 
 CITIZEN SUPPORT ORGANIZATION  

2020 LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
(pursuant to Section 20.058 Florida Statutes) 

 

Citizen Support Organization (CSO) Name:  Friends of Eden Gardens State Park          
Mailing Address: 181 Eden Garden Road, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459       
Telephone Number: 850-231-2724  Website Address: www.friendsofedengardens.com     
 
Statutory Authority: 
Section 20.2551, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit; public records; partnerships. In 
summary, the statute specifies the organizational requirements, operational parameters, duties of a CSO to support the 
Department of Environmental Protection (Department), or individual units of the Department, use of Department 
property, audit requirements, public records requirements, and authorizes public-private partnerships to enhance lands 
managed by the Department. 
 
Section 258.015, F.S., Citizen support organizations; use of property; audit. In summary, the statute defines a CSO, 
requires authorization by the Division of Recreation and Parks, and specifies the use of property. This statute authorizes 
the Partnerships in Parks (PIP) program for state parks, the program’s operational parameters, CSO’s operational 
parameters, and donor recognition.    
CSO’s Mission: Consistent with Articles and Bylaws 
The mission of the Friends of Eden Gardens State Park is to maintain and preserve the grounds and Wesley 
House for the enjoyment of all area residents and visitors.  Eden Gardens State Park and all its physical assets 
are historically significant, having played an important role in the commercial and residential development of 
the Florida panhandle, thus it is imperative that they be protected and maintained in a manner which is 
conducive to perpetual benefit for all. It is imperative that they be protected and maintained in a manner which 
provides an educational program for members and the public. 
 
Description of the CSO’s Results Obtained: Brag! Expand section as necessary to be complete 
In the past year 2019-2020 FOE has continued with paying for Park Brochures, Wesley House Security & Wi-
Fi, maintaining a gift shop in the Wesley House, assist with maintaining grounds with overseeding of lawn in 
the Fall, care of 260 Camellia bushes, providing pinestraw mulch to bed areas of the Park.  Hosted annual 
meetings in the Spring(2019) and Christmas, hosted annual Candlelight Open House, very successful Camellia 
festival and Vintage Film series.  Purchased a new hedge trimmer, repairs to mowers, golf carts, etc. 
 
 
Description of the CSO’s Plans for the Next Three Fiscal Years: Expand section as necessary to be complete 

In addition to the daily maintenance responsibilities of the Friends’, we plan to continue to strive for significant 
growth in attendance and membership, to provide for the resources required to maintain the park and to see that 
all visitors are aware of the parks’ presence.  Also, to provide continued attention to long term planning and 
organizational structure for the future of the park.  We plan to continue with air-layering of Camellias and care 
of the nursery, provide a long-term agronomic plan for the grounds, and to continue upgrading the beauty and 
sustainability of the park for years to come. 
We also plan to continue to provide general maintenance to the historic Wesley House as well as any item that 
arises needing the support of the Friends. 
 
 



 

 

☒ CSO’s Code of Ethics is attached, and if the CSO has a website the code of ethics is posted 
conspicuously. 

☒ CSO has attached the most recent Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-N receipt. 
If filing the 990-N, the Department requires the 990 or 990-EZ as a worksheet. All IRS Form 990’s 
must be complete with Part III Program Service and all appropriate Schedules (See attached 
instructions). If filing an IRS extension, attach the IRS 8868 receipt and most recent 990 and schedules. 









8868 Application for Automatic Extension of Time To File an
Exempt Organization Return

Automatic 6-Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed).

File a separate application for each return.
Go to www.irs.gov/Form8868 for the latest information.

Type or
print

Application Return Application Return

Is For Code Is For Code

1

2

3a

3a $

b

3b $

c

3c $

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions.

Form

Electronic filing (e-file). You can electronically file Form 8868 to request a 6-month automatic extension of time to file any of the
forms listed below with the exception of Form 8870, Information Return for Transfers Associated With Certain Personal Benefit
Contracts, for which an extension request must be sent to the IRS in paper format (see instructions). For more details on the electronic
filing of this form, visit www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/e-file-for-charities-and-non-profits. 

All corporations required to file an income tax return other than Form 990-T (including 1120-C filers), partnerships, REMICs, and trusts
must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time to file income tax returns.

Name of exempt organization or other filer, see instructions. Taxpayer identification number (TIN)

Number, street, and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, see instructions.

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions.

Enter the Return Code for the return that this application is for (file a separate application for each return)

Form 990 or Form 990-EZ 01 Form 990-T (corporation) 07

Form 990-BL 02 Form 1041-A 08

Form 4720 (individual) 03 Form 4720 (other than individual) 09

Form 990-PF 04 Form 5227 10

Form 990-T (sec. 401(a) or 408(a) trust) 05 Form 6069 11

Form 990-T (trust other than above) 06 Form 8870 12

The books are in the care of

Telephone No. FAX No.

If the organization does not have an office or place of business in the United States, check this box

If this is for a Group Return, enter the organization's four digit Group Exemption Number (GEN) . If this is

for the whole group, check this box . If it is for part of the group, check this box and attach 

a list with the names and TINs of all members the extension is for.

I request an automatic 6-month extension of time until , 20 , to file the exempt organization return 

for the organization named above. The extension is for the organization's return for:

calendar year 20 or

tax year beginning , 20 , and ending , 20 .

If the tax year entered in line 1 is for less than 12 months, check reason: Initial return Final return

Change in accounting period

If this application is for Forms 990-BL, 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter the tentative tax, less

any nonrefundable credits. See instructions.

If this application is for Forms 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter any refundable credits and

estimated tax payments made.  Include any prior year overpayment allowed as a credit.

Balance due. Subtract line 3b from line 3a. Include your payment with this form, if required, by 

using EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System). See instructions.

Caution: If you are going to make an electronic funds withdrawal (direct debit) with this Form 8868, see Form 8453-EO and Form 8879-EO for payment

instructions.

Form 8868  (Rev. 1-2020)

OMB No. 1545-0047(Rev. January 2020)

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

File by the
due date for
filing your
return. See
instructions.

EEA

....................

.....................

........ ....

Friends of Eden State Gardens Inc 59-3275776

181 Eden Road

Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

0 1

Pauline Sotiri, 181 Eden Road, Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459

850-267-8320

11-16 20

X 19
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